Abstract. In 4 girls and 1 boy with pseudo-hypoparathyroidism growth and physical maturation were followed longitudinally for 7\p=n-\13 years until adult height had been reached. As a result of early puberty and cessation of growth all patients were relatively shorter as adults than in their childhood years. The difference between average height at the age of 8.0 years and average adult height was 2.25 sd. This observation offers an explanation for the finding in the literature that short stature is more common in adults with this disease than in children. Skeletal age was advanced in all cases and the development of the tubular bones of the hand was more advanced than the development of the round bones. It is possible that this difference resulted from inappropriately early closure of the epiphyseal discs of disproportionally short metacarpals and phalanges. On the other hand it may be an aspecific phenomenon of advanced skeletal maturation.
Abstract. In 4 girls and 1 boy with pseudo-hypoparathyroidism growth and physical maturation were followed longitudinally for 7\p=n-\13 years until adult height had been reached. As a result of early puberty and cessation of growth all patients were relatively shorter as adults than in their childhood years. The difference between average height at the age of 8.0 years and average adult height was 2.25 sd. This observation offers an explanation for the finding in the literature that short stature is more common in adults with this disease than in children. Skeletal Physical maturation was enhanced in all patients, although it was still within the normal range and the acceleration was insufficient to warrant a di¬ agnosis of precocious puberty (Bierich 1975 ents, the RUS-score being more advanced than the CB-score. The difference between these 2 scores was 1.6-2.9 years in the first 4 patients (Table I) .
Since the CB-score had reached its adult value in the X-rays of the 5th patient the difference be¬ tween the 2 scores could not be calculated in this case. In normal children of comparable age the difference between the RUS-and CB-scores has a mean of 0 years and a standard deviation of 0.7-0.8 years (Tanner et al. 1975 ). In the second place Vejvoda & Grant (1981) recently found a similar discrepancy between the RUS-and CB-scores in 10 children with idiopathic precocious puberty and in 10 children with early puberty resulting from congenital adrenal hyperplasia. So, alternatively, it is possible that the dis¬ cordance between the maturation of the tubular bones and the round bones of the hand is an aspecific phenomenon of advanced physical matu¬ ration. The observation that the discrepancy be¬ tween the RUS-and CB-scores was also present in the patient with normally shaped bones of the hand (No. 3) is in agreement with this.
